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delay, fire was rushed to them, but this being of feeble
nature,   fell  into  the water  and was  extinguished,    A
skirmish therefore became inevitable with the unaided
Maghribines.    The occupants of the vessel had the advan-
tage of a position in contrast to that of their opponents
who  were  becoming involved in  deep  water.    Only a
few  blows  were  needed  to  exterminate  this  foolhardy
body in its entirety, and the first batch of crusaders came
ashore.1    They were followed by those from other galleys,
and other fighters landed, both mounted and dismounted,
all ready for the fray.    Pierre de Thomas, in full armour
and with a Cross in his hand, stood on a lofty bridge pro-
jecting from his  ship over the water, and blessed the
Christians as they leaped ashore.2    The first to land is
said to have been Ame III, comte de Geneve, who was
nearly overpowered by a multitude of Saracens, but was
saved by Simon de Nores and Jean du Morf who rushed
to his rescue.3    Other knights who distinguished them-
selves in  the  landing included Perceval  de  Coulogne,
Br&nont de la Voulte, Hugh de Lusignan, Prince of Galilee,
and even the King himself.4    Meanwhile, Ferlino d'Airasca
and the contingent of the Hospital landed unexpectedly
in the New Harbour to the left of the first encounter and
attacked the Egyptians from the rear, and the defence was
thus caught between two fires.5    The Arabic chronicler
marks the great speed with which the crusaders forced their
landing in spite of the volleys of arrows and missiles
showered upon them by the defence.6    The scene that
followed must have been one of utter disorder and panic.
The vendors and spectators who had miscalculated the
speed of the enemy's disembarkation lingered in their un-
safe quarters  until they were suddenly attacked by the
armed bands and many of them were trampled down before
they reached the confines of the city.7    The only semi-
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